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I love a good yard sale as much as the next person, but what really attracts me is 
knowing in advance they have something I would be interested in. Either I see a post on 
social media, or I do the slow drive-by glance and determine in seconds whether I want 
to stop in or not. Otherwise, I will rarely waste my time stopping in unless the yard sale 
is massive with too much to list or there has been a lot of hype by word of mouth. Every 
year, our church does a missions yard sale, and I am always amazed at the turn out of 
people. I am convinced people turn out because we have invoked their interest in 
advance. 
 When it comes to hosting an effective evangelism Sunday, we must learn 
to invoke people’s interest long before the day arrives. This begins with invoking 
the interest of our members by convincing them that a particular Sunday worship is 
going to be different by design.  
 
2-3 Months Out 

Start sharing with your leaders two to three months out and then start sharing 
with your church family six weeks out. Make them aware of the unique opportunity that 
will happen this year with March 16th falling on a Sunday and how you intend to 
emphasize John 3:16 on 3/16. Let the children make posters to plaster around the 
church and create a reminder for people to take home to start praying. 
 
1 Month Out 
 Four weeks out, start including a designated prayer time in the service that God 
will raise up laborers for the harvest and that the Holy Spirit will create opportunities to 
invite others. Ask different families to come and lead in the prayer while testifying of 
their intent to participate in the preparation for 3/16. Challenge your people to start 
giving specific invites for friends, family members, coworkers, classmates, and 
neighbors to attend on 3/16. Schedule a door to door invite event for a Sunday evening 
for the immediate area around your church. Determine and communicate in advance to 
have that day as a dress down day to make guests feel welcome and not have to be 
concerned about wearing something special. If you are the pastor, make sure you have 
invited some people and communicate the stories of your invites from the pulpit so that 
your people know you are all in on 3/16.  
 
1 Week Out 
 One week out, make a simple video for social media and challenge your people 
to do the same, inviting people to attend your 3/16 service. Give details of what will be 
different on that day. Share if you plan to have a meal or activities for the kids. Like a 
good yard, people will show up if they get a specific invitation or if you can pique their 
interest that you have something worth their time. 
 
 
Joe Bufford. Hillcrest Baptist Church. Hopkinsville 


